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The story of the Flushing Remon-

strance is not for New Yorkers alone. 
It is a precursor to a fundamental right 
to practice one’s religion. It is a value 
in our First Amendment. I am proud to 
represent a district that tended to the 
early roots of religious freedom that 
have now grown into an unquestionable 
American right. I hope the Flushing 
Remonstrance Study Act and the De-
cember 27 anniversary will help us all 
remember the courage of John Bowne 
and the passion for religious freedom 
held by the authors of the Flushing Re-
monstrance. 
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PROTECTING MINNESOTA RATE-
PAYERS FROM WASHINGTON IN-
ACTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, the D.C. Circuit Court ruled in 
favor of America’s energy ratepayers. 

For more than 30 years, the Depart-
ment of Energy has assessed a special 
tax and a special assessment on my 
constituents and the residents of 40 
other States around the country who 
receive their electricity from nuclear 
power. Minnesotans have paid over $400 
million alone. The stated reason for 
this tax: to pay for the disposal of used 
fuels generated from nuclear energy. 
To date, the total amount collected is 
more than $24 billion, but little of that 
money has even been spent. 

Since 1987, the law of the land re-
mains that Yucca Mountain is the site 
for geological storage of nuclear spent 
fuel. Unfortunately for ratepayers, par-
tisanship and bickering in Washington 
have nearly halted the program from 
moving forward. In classic Washington 
fashion, even with all of this inaction, 
the tax has continued to be assessed 
and the moneys have continued to be 
collected. 

Fortunately, this court action will 
bring an end to this, but just for now. 
I have long been an advocate of stop-
ping these payments. The government 
is not doing what it promised to do 
with used fuel; yet millions of rate-
payers are still being forced to foot the 
bill. Minnesotans and Americans 
should not be taxed for a service that 
the government is not providing. 

Mr. Speaker, we should be expanding 
the development of nuclear energy. It 
is safe, it is clean, and it is renewable. 
Storing these used fuels is a critical 
piece of that effort, and we need a per-
manent solution, whether it is at 
Yucca Mountain or somewhere else. 

It is reasonable and fair that if the 
administration is going to continue to 
drag its feet on a permanent storage 
site, as they have for several years 
now, then ratepayers and taxpayers 
should not be forced to fund inaction. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the court’s 
decision to protect Minnesota rate-
payers and stopping these payments. In 
addition, it is time to get serious about 

the future of nuclear energy and mov-
ing forward with safe and proper stor-
age facilities for the waste. 
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THE DO-NOTHING REPUBLICAN 
MAJORITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, well, here 
we go again. Our to-do list continues to 
pile up and Republican House leader-
ship of this legislative body—if we can 
even use words like ‘‘leadership’’ and 
‘‘legislative’’ to describe the House 
anymore—has officially cemented the 
first session of the 113th Congress as 
the ‘‘least productive of all time.’’ 

We have not passed a budget, have 
not passed a farm bill, have not fixed 
the Voting Rights Act, or done any-
thing in our charge to make the peo-
ple’s voices heard in their Nation’s 
Capital. In fact, if recent reports in the 
D.C. newspapers are any indication, 
House leadership seems to be more con-
cerned with planning fund-raisers in 
New York City than getting anything 
done here in Washington, D.C. 

The leadership of the people’s House 
has continued to govern by sound bites 
and passing messaging bills that go no-
where—even shutting down the govern-
ment for more than 2 weeks in the 
process, a painful exercise and expen-
sive exercise. 

But we are about to call it a year and 
skip town with so much left undone. 
Our unemployment—or employment— 
rate is at its lowest point in 5 years. 
But imagine how much lower it would 
be today if we would work together and 
focus on jobs instead of attempting to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act since 
2011; 

Rolling back sequestration and re-
placing it with a responsible budget 
that cuts where we can and invests 
where we must; 

Passing comprehensive immigration 
reform to expand the American Dream 
to our friends and neighbors who want 
so desperately to contribute to the 
greatest country on the planet; 

Updating the Voting Rights Act so 
that everyone is able to fulfill their 
basic human right and duty of going to 
the polls; 

Increasing the minimum wage to re-
store dignity to those who have been 
forced to work two, and sometimes 
three, jobs simply to put food on the 
table; 

Passing a farm bill—something that 
needs to be done and used to be rou-
tine—and empowering our Nation’s 
family farms to ensure that our na-
tional food supply remains secure and 
remains plentiful; 

Focusing on the clear and present 
danger that climate change has 
brought to the Midwest and to our 
shores along the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Atlantic coast. 

I could go on and on, but I only have 
5 minutes. 

Tax reform, certainly commonsense 
gun reform like expanding background 
checks, and passing ENDA. 

The fact is that there are about 10 to 
15 pieces of major legislation that 
would improve our country and the 
quality of life for Americans of every 
race, orientation, political party, and 
socioeconomic status. But they are not 
being pushed by this House. 

Almost all of these bills, if given a 
simple up-or-down vote, would pass 
with a bipartisan majority; but House 
leadership continues to act in the in-
terest of a few extremists in their own 
party instead of doing what is right for 
our American people. 

I, like many of my Democratic col-
leagues, have signed onto a resolution 
introduced by my good friend LOUISE 
SLAUGHTER, which would prevent Con-
gress from adjourning unless the House 
agrees to a budget by December 13. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to support this resolution so 
that we stay in town until we perform 
at least one of our basic duties before 
leaving for the holidays. The American 
people deserve so much more than 
what we have given them in the past 
year. 

It is my hope that when we gavel in 
next year, we will do so with a renewed 
willingness to work together and focus 
on the top priority for Americans, 
which is, indeed, putting people back 
to work. The American public expects 
and deserves nothing less. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 22 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CHAFFETZ) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God of the Universe, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

We join the world this day to ask 
Your blessing upon all worldwide who 
mourn the death of Nelson Mandela. 

One of the great figures of human 
history, and most certainly of our own 
era, Madiba joined a small fellowship 
of heroic people whose commitment, 
ultimately, to nonviolence and rec-
onciliation changed our world. 

As today marks the 20th anniversary 
of the Office of United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, we 
ask that You give all who inhabit the 
Earth the will to intensify our efforts 
to fulfill our collective responsibility 
to promote and protect the rights and 
dignity of all people everywhere and 
the wisdom to know how best to do so. 
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